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tnlae Studies, I.t

tr85] There are, unfortrrnatery, onJ-y too many que,stions :l psy-

cbology for which solrtions h,ve been atteu.pt,ed i.:e the urost various

w-ays without succeeci.ng in produci'g a gener:'r agreenent about the

solutions' But fortunatery only in a fgw cases does the disagre+

nent go so far',bat it extends no+u melely to the eql.rrnagioa,6rr,

even to the eristence of a psyci:_ic ohe.oloenon, as i_s the case nith

the o-uestioa oi abstraciion. since Berkeley the qrrestion is no-u

orly hor.r one ar:ives ai, abst,ract, conceots i:ut, rather, whether thera

are such concepts-wLat m,s-' be established first oi a'r'r is not wtrat

ihe ac" of abstracti-on is like, whetber !t be a psJrchic occu*e!.ce

of i-'"s c'-'m' rcinci 91 s;gp'l:insbre i'"erss of one or more other psychic

ac-.s ilu-,, ratirer, wire-,b.er suclr an aci of abst,-.;-.io. i5 3! :tl ;.;s_

srbler ;leether ii, does not by far surpass.,he hr.lman capabi-lii,ies.

The solution of thj-s problen mrst encounter considerable

rli ffj.culrey if such a long .,i"me has oroduced. so little progtess.

Fardly w-ill- an i',d:viduar today berieve tbat he Dossesses s'fficient

si'rength tq slirin:le lrith one b1clr, as it r,rere, r'l .l d6q!!, an4 cqn-

i'rov€rsy il this respect. But r,iat e-nnot be acconq>.l .ished at one

- a-
rage nurtD€rs at the lefb margin refer io ',.ilen Akadeuie der.-fi-ssenschaften 82 ( 18?Z)


