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Hume Studies, z.*

(1853 There are, unfortunately, only too many questions in psy-
chology for which solutions have been attempted in the most various
ways without succeeding in producing a general agreement about the
solutions. 3But fortunately only in a few cases does the disagree—
ment go so far that it extends not merely to the explanation but
even to the existence of a psychic ohenomenon, as is the case with
the question of abstraction. Since Berkeley the question is not
orly how one arrives at abstract concepts tut, rather, whether there
are such concepis—what mist be established first of all is not what
the acl of abstraction is like, whether it be a osychic occurrence
of ils cun kind or explainable in ierms of one or more other bsychic
acts but, rather, whether such an act of absiractlon is at a1l gos-
sible, whether it does not by far surpass the human capabilities.
The solution of this problem mist encountsr considerable
difficulty if such a long time has produced so little progress.
dardly will an indfvidual today believe that he pDossessas sufficient
strength to eliminate with one blow, as it were, all doubt and con-

Sroversy in this respect. But what cannot be accomplished at one

‘Paga numbers at the left margin refer to Wien Akademie der
¥issenschaften 37 (1877).




